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IN COMPLIANCE WITH CHAPTER 231 OF PUBLIC LAW OF 1975, NOTICE OF THIS 

MEETING WAS GIVEN BY WAY OF ANNUAL NOTICE FILED WITH THE BOROUGH 

CLERK, THE HOME NEWS TRIBUNE, THE SENTINEL AND POSTED ON THE 

BULLETIN BOARD IN THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH RIVER MUNICIPAL BUILDING. 

 

ADDITIONAL NOTICE THAT THE MEETING WOULD BE HELD VIA ELECTRONIC 

VIDEO CONFERENCE WAS PROVIDED ON JANUARY 7, 2021 TO THE HOME NEWS 

TRIBUNE, EAST BRUNSWICK SENTINEL AND POSTED ON THE BOROUGH 

WEBSITE AND AT THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE BUILDING AT 61 MAIN STREET, SOUTH 

RIVER. 

 

 An electronic video conference meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

South River, in the County of Middlesex and the State of New Jersey was held on January 11, 

2021 and was called to order by Mayor Krenzel at 7:00 PM with the following Council 

Members in Attendance: 

 

Council Members Balazs, Ciulla, Guindi, Gurchensky, Meira and Eppinger. 

 

 Also attending this meeting were Business Administrator Arthur Londensky, Chief of 

Police Mark Tinitigan, Borough Attorney Andrea Wyatt, CFO Joseph Zanga and Borough 

Engineer Bruce Koch. 

 

Mayor Krenzel asked the Council and the audience to recite the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Mayor Krenzel asked for a Moment of Silence and in your thoughts and prayers to remember 

Brian Sicknick and his family this tragedy which happen hundreds of miles away has struck the 

heart of this town. The outpouring of grief has helped the family get through this horrendous 

time. Please remember Brian and his family in your thoughts and prayers. Thank you. 

 

PROCLAMATIONS There were none. 

 

AGENDA SESSION – Councilman Eppinger Asked Councilwoman Meira to discuss her 

concerns about dog & cat license late fees. 

 

Councilwoman Meira stated that due to the cancellation of the free rabies clinic due to COVID 

19, the Borough should waive any late fees because many pet owners rely on the clinic to get 

the required vaccination. 

 

Mayor Krenzel directed Borough Clerk Bray to add it to the Jan 25 Agenda. Mayor Krenzel 

asked the Borough professionals to review the idea before the Jan. 25, 2021 meeting.  

 

ORDINANCES – SECOND READING PUBLIC HEARING: 

There were none. 

 

ORDINANCES – FIRST READING INTRODUCTION: There were none. 

 

REPORTS 
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Borough Engineer Bruce Koch reviewed his Capital Project Status Report dated January 7, 

2021. Councilman Eppinger stated the Borough would continue the curb and sidewalk program 

which was successful in 2021.  

 

CFO Mr. Zanga reviewed the financial items on the agenda.  

 

DPW Supervisor Mr. Soares stated there was a water main break on Fifth Street and the 

collapsed catch basin on Foothills Drive is being repaired. Councilwoman Balazs asked if 

Kamm Avenue and Whitehead flooding problem coming from Seven Acres. Mr. Soares said it 

is and the entire section would need to be piped to direct the flows into the catch basin. Mr. 

Soares stated the property owner would need to do that work. Councilwoman Balazs asked 

about the work on Willett Avenue. Mr. Soares stated is it guardrail installation for the 

substation.  

 

Chief Tinitigan stated he had nothing to report but the Police Department is looking for a 

dispatcher and part time crossing guards. 

 

Borough Clerk Mr. Bray stated the Clerk’s Office is completing the Reorganization issues 

including professional service contracts. Mr. Bray stated there are several new mercantile 

licenses including a smoothie maker, new operator at Coffaro’s Pizza, new operator at Bagel 1, 

a restaurant and a pocket liquor license being activated, and another liquor license has been sold 

and is being transferred. Councilwoman Meira asked if mercantile licenses are being listed on 

the agenda. Mr. Bray stated the license are approved administratively but a report can be 

provided to Council. Mayor Krenzel directed the Clerk to issue Mercantile Report for future 

meetings.  

 

Borough Administrator Art Londensky stated the Borough is making excellent progress on the 

water treatment plant and anticipates switching back to borough water in March. Councilman 

Eppinger stated he received some emails regarding issues with contractors not performing the 

work they were supposed to for residents that may be an issue with code enforcement. Mr. 

Londensky stated a stop work order was issued for the soil work being done near Eagle Tire.  

 

Borough Attorney Andrea Wyatt stated she had nothing to report. 

 

COUNCIL LIAISON REPORTS 

Councilwoman Balazs – SRBOE plans to return to hybrid learning Feb. 1. SRBOE sponsored 

Covid testing over 500 people tested. Another testing event will be held. Visit the board’s 

website for updates on activities and issues.  

Last week, we all learned of the tragic and senseless death of a true hero and son of South River 

US Capital Officer Brian Sicknick. It has been said by his family and friends that he died doing 

the job that he loved. Please keep Brian and his family in your thoughts and prayers. We send 

our sincerest condolences, and we are deeply saddened by this loss. 

 

Mayor Krenzel stated the Borough will talk with Mr. Sicknick’s family at a later time to 

determine if there is anything the Borough can do to honor his memory.  
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Councilman Ciulla –I just want to extend condolences to the Sicknick Family for their tragic 

loss. As a first responder I understand what it entails to be a first responder. Again, my 

condolences go out to the family. 

 

Councilman Guindi – Planning Board Jan 19, Zoning Jan 26. Both meetings will be Zoom. 

Contact Art Londensky for login info. Parks and Recreation meeting on Feb. 2.  

 

Councilman Gurchensky – DPW is patching pothole and whatever work the weather permit. 

Curbside leaf pickup is over for the year. Leaves must now be bagged or canned. The water 

treatment plant improvements are progressing. The new well is in progress and hopefully done 

by summer.  

 

Councilwoman Meira – Committees haven’t met yet. Board of Health will meet next month to 

reorganize. The board’s secretary retired but is working to transition the duties to her successor. 

I do want to give my condolences to the Sicknick Family as well. I hope that the tragedies of 

last week don’t progress into next week with everyone going to Washington DC. Hopefully 

everybody stays safe, thank you.  

 

Councilman Eppinger – The library had an issue with the lights which has been resolved and it 

will resume its COVID hours. The Library Board will reorganize Jan 26. Mr. Zanga are 

working to put the budget together we will begin to hold budget committee meeting at the end 

of the month. Councilman Eppinger asked Mr. Zanga to review the budget timeline from the 

state. Mr. Zanga stated introduction is due in March with final adoption need by the end of 

April. 

  

Mayor Krenzel – It is important the Borough’s Board and Committee meet this year. We can’t 

lose another year to Covid. It’s easy to learn how to run an online meeting. I received two 

emails, one from Highland Park NJ the other from Patti Clapper, Pitkin County Commissioner 

in Aspen, Colorado expressing their condolences for the death of Brian Sicknick. His death has 

truly touched the nation. Remember him in your thoughts and prayers.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENT – There were none.  

 

Councilwoman Balazs made a Motion to close Public Comment. Councilman Ciulla seconded 

the Motion. Motion adopted by unanimous voice vote.  

 

CONSENT RESOLUTIONS 

Mr. Bray stated revised reversions of Resolutions 2021- 57 and 2021-58 were previously 

distributed. 

 

Borough Clerk William Bray stated whereas Resolution 2021-01 authorizes the Borough 

Council to utilize a Consent Agenda to adopt various resolutions of a routine and 

noncontroversial nature at one time. Now Therefore, Be It and It is Hereby Resolved that the 

below listed resolutions are hereby adopted by the Borough Council in whole as if the same 

were individually acted upon.  
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RES: 2021-55         JANUARY 11, 2021 

     RESOLUTION  

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT WITH WIS, JANNEY, ELSTNER, 

ASSOCIATES, INC. FOR ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES RELATED TO 

MUNICIPAL ROOF REPAIR 

 

WHEREAS, there exists a need for architectural services related to the roof repairs 

necessary for various municipal buildings; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough solicited a proposal for architectural services related to 

municipal roof repair; and 

WHEREAS, Wis, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc has submitted an advantageous 

proposal in accordance with the Borough request, attached hereto as Schedule A to provide the 

services for $43,000.00; and  

WHEREAS, the Borough Council desires to award a contract to Wis, Janney, Elstner 

Associates, Inc. for architectural services related to municipal roof repair pursuant to the 

provisions of N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.5; and 

WHEREAS, Wis, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc. has completed and submitted a 

Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies that neither he nor his firm has made 

any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Borough of South 

River in the previous one year, and that the contract will prohibit Wis, Janney, Elstner 

Associates, Inc. from making any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee 

in the Borough of South River through the term of the contract; and 

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., authorizes the 

award of contracts for “Professional Services” and requires that the resolution and contract be 

made available for public inspection. 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT AND IT IS HERBY RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of 

the Borough of South River as follows: 

1. That the governing body does hereby award a contract architectural 

services related to municipal roof repair to Wis, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc, in accordance 

with the attached Schedule A, an advantageous proposal.  

2. That the Mayor is hereby authorized to execute and the Borough Clerk to 

attest to, respectively, a contract with Wis, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc. in a form acceptable 

to the Borough Attorney. 

3. That this contract is awarded without competitive bidding as a 

“Professional Service” in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i) of the Local Public 

Contracts law because it is for services to be performed by a person or persons authorized by 

law to practice a recognized profession. 

4. That the Business Disclosure Entity Certification be placed on file with 

this resolution. 

5. That a notice of this action shall be printed in the official newspaper of 

the as required by law. 
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6. That a Certificate of Availability of Funds is attached hereto and 

incorporated herein. The following are the line-item appropriations or ordinances which 

constitute the availability of funds for this contract:  $20,000 from C-06-20-024-202 and 

$23,000 from C-06-20-032-201. 

 

 7. That a Certified Copy of this Resolution shall be provided to the Borough 

Administrator, Borough CFO, and Wis, Janney Elstner Associates, Inc. 
 

RES: 2021-56         JANUARY 11, 2021 

 

RESOLUTION 

 

 WHEREAS, there exists a need for Upgrades to the Borough’s Fueling Station at 9 Ivan 

Way in the Borough of South River; and 

 

 WHEREAS, there exists a state contract with a registered vendor known as Aurora 

Environmental Inc. under contract number 42274 through which contract municipalities are 

authorized by law to acquire same without meeting the requirements of the public bidding laws 

of the State of New Jersey; and 

 

 WHEREAS, it is the governing body’s desire to Upgrade the Borough’s Fueling Station 

from the said state authorized vendor for $122,850.00; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough has certified the availability of 

funds for upgrades to the Borough’s Fueling Station in account C-06-20-032-101. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Mayor and 

Council of the Borough of South River that the appropriate officials be, and they are hereby 

authorized to execute the appropriate documents in order to upgrade the aforesaid fueling station 

from the referenced vendor. 

 

RES: 2021-57        JANUARY 11, 2021 

                 

RESOLUTION 

 
 WHEREAS, there exists a need to purchase a new fire apparatus for the Borough of South 

River in the County of Middlesex of the State of New Jersey; and 

 

 WHEREAS, there exists a National Cooperative Purchasing contract with a registered 

vendor known as First Priority Emergency Vehicles, Inc., under Houston-Galveston Area Council 

(H-GAC) contract number FS12-19 through which contract municipalities are authorized by law to 

acquire same without meeting the requirements of the public bidding laws of the State of New 

Jersey; and 

 

 WHEREAS, various payment options and credits are available to the Borough.  The 

Borough has elected to choose payment option #4 which will require a prepayment of fifty percent 
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of the contract in the amount of $263,473.50 and the Borough will be issued a credit of $7,233.00; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, it is the governing body’s desire to purchase a new fire apparatus from the said 

National Cooperative authorized vendor in the amount of $526,947.00 less a credit of $7,233.00; 

and  

  

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer of the Borough has advised that funds are available 

for the purchase of a new fire apparatus in account C-06-20-032-102; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Mayor and 

Borough Council of the Borough of South River, in the County of Middlesex and the State of New 

Jersey that the appropriate officials are hereby authorized to execute the appropriate documents in 

order to acquire the aforesaid fire apparatus from the above referenced vendor.  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said resolution is now of record and on file in the Office of 

the Borough Clerk and available for public inspection.  

 

RES: 2021-58         JANUARY 11, 2021 

 

RESOLUTION 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of South River has received funding for CARES Act-2021 Title 

111B Older American Act Grant – Information and Assistance Grant; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the CARES Act-2021 Information and Assistance funding shall support 

connecting older adults and people with disabilities to community resources, ensuring 

coordination across state and local agencies, and addressing pressing needs resulting from the 

pandemic including social isolation, food insecurity, and access to personal care services. 

 

 WHEREAS, Stefanie Chando, Program Coordinator, will be responsible for daily 

management and implementation of the program at a salary of $28,000 and a stipend of $4,000, 

effective January 1, 2021. Continued full-time status will be subject to availability of future grant 

funding.  

 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council 

of the Borough of South River, in the County of Middlesex, the State of New Jersey that Stefanie 

Chando be approved as Program Coordinator for the daily management and implementation of 

the program through CARES Act-2021Title 111B Older American Act Grant – Information and 

Assistance Grant. 

 

RES: 2021-59         JANUARY 11, 2021 

 

RESOLUTION  

  

WHEREAS, the official utility records of the Borough of South River, New Jersey    

show certain refunds which include electric, water and consumer deposits (CD); and 
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WHEREAS, the Collector of Utility Revenue recommends that the following refunds 

should be made to the consumer noted herein below listed; and 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Borough 

Council of the Borough of South River that the Collector of Utility Revenue is hereby 

authorized to make the following refunds and adjustments indicated below and any attached list. 

  
ACCOUNT #    PAYABLE TO:    AMOUNT OF CHECK 

65-999-006-983 CD    JO ANN GARLAND    $ 190.18 

     166 LORING AVE 

     EDISON, NJ 088817 

 

65-999-006-459 CD   MONIQUE SILVA &     $50.24 

     ARIDELSON SANTOS  

     64 ARMSTRONG AVE APT 3 

     SOUTH RIVER, NJ 08882 

 

65-999-004-544 CD   ELINA TORRES & PEDRO YNOA  $138.03  

     711 WINDSOR COMMONS 

     EAST WINDSOR, NJ 08512 

 

65-999-982-015 CD   VALENTYNA SHAFAR    $162.51 

     399 HOFFMAN STANTON RD  

     MONROE TWP, NJ 08831 

 

65-999-006-221 ELEC PREVIOUS  CASSIANNE GIAMMARINO    $111.28 

     25 RIDGE RD  

     SOUTH RIVER, NJ 08882 

 

RES: 2021-60        JANUARY 11, 2021 

 

RESOLUTION 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to the applicable Statutes of the State of New Jersey, the Local School 

District is required to requisition funds for Operating Expense from the Borough; and 

 

 WHEREAS, a requisition dated November 24, 2020 has been received from the Local School 

District for the following amount: 

 

 CURRENT OPERATING EXPENSE:              $1,396,096.00 

 

 RESTORED FUNDS:           0.00  

______________ 

TOTAL             $1,396,096.00 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Mayor and Borough 

Council of the Borough of South River that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized and 

directed to draw the above stated amount from the proper accounts and pay to the Custodian of the 
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School Monies the amount so drawn pursuant to the applicable Statutes of the State of New Jersey by 

January 7, 2021. 

 

RES: 2021-61        JANUARY 11, 2021 

 

RESOLUTION 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to the applicable Statutes of the State of New Jersey, the Local School 

District is required to requisition funds for Operating Expense from the Borough; and 

 

 WHEREAS, a requisition dated December 22, 2020 has been received from the Local School 

District for the following amount: 

 

 CURRENT OPERATING EXPENSE:              $1,396,096.00 

 

 RESTORED FUNDS:           0.00 

         ______________ 

       

TOTAL             $1,396,096.00 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Mayor and Borough 

Council of the Borough of South River that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized and 

directed to draw the above stated amount from the proper accounts and pay to the Custodian of the 

School Monies the amount so drawn pursuant to the applicable Statutes of the State of New Jersey by 

February 10, 2021. 

 

RES: 2021-62        JANUARY 11, 2021 

 

RESOLUTION 

 

 WHEREAS, the South River Borough Council held a Meeting on December 21, 2020; and 

  

WHEREAS, the South River Borough Council held a Meeting on January 1, 2021; and 

 

 WHEREAS, minutes for the aforesaid meetings have been prepared by the Borough Clerk and 

must be approved by a majority of the Borough Council Members in attendance of said meeting. 

  

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT AND IT IS HERBY RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the 

Borough of South River that the Meeting Minutes for the December 21, 2020 and January 1, 2021 

Meetings are approved. 

 

RES: 2021-63        JANUARY 11, 2021 

 

RESOLUTION 
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 BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

South River, in the County of Middlesex and the State of New Jersey that all bills, claims and 

statements against the Borough, in the total amount of $623,151.79 and previously paid claims 

in the amount of $2,451,716.39 listing attached, have been duly itemized, audited, approved and 

signed by the proper officers of the Borough, be and the same are hereby ordered paid. 
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Councilman Guindi made a Motion to adopt the Consent Agenda as presented. Councilwoman 

Balazs seconded the Motion. 

 

ROLL CALL VOTE: 

YEAS: Balazs, Ciulla, Guindi, Gurchensky, Meira, Eppinger 

 NAYS:  

       ABSTAIN:  Ciulla 2021-57; 2021-63 (21-03134, 21-03139) 

   Guindi 2021-57; 2021-63 (21-03134, 21-03139) 

 

NEW BUSINESS There was none 

 

GOVERNING BODY COMMENTS (For the Good and Welfare of the Borough 

 

Councilwoman Balazs 

• I want to send condolences to the Witkowski Family on the passing of Leon Witkowski, 

know to his friends as “Hutch”. I am sorry for their loss. Be safe out there and be 

careful. 

 

Councilman Ciulla 

• I have been in contact with Mr. John Scala he just asked me to wish everyone on the 

Council a Happy New Year. 

 

Councilman Guindi 

• I know we’ve spoken about Brian Sicknick; we will never forget who he is. He was an 

individual who walked the street of South River. He was 42 years old when he lost his 

life. This is a man that served with the National Guard Police, took two tours, Enduring 

Freedom as well as Desert Shield, settling down with the Capital Police. He was on the 

rapid response team, and he lost his life on January 6. This is something that is 

depressing and sad especially for any type of first responder. Whether you’re a fire 

fighter, EMT, police officer, for that matter even a soldier. This is inexcusable. It’s 

disgusting, it’s sad. It’s something that should have never happened, happened. But, you 

know, talking about police officers. Police officers are police officers for life. There was 

another police officer that day that also lost his life. He was off duty, but he was walking 

the hallways like he usually does. Officer Howard Liebengood he was a 15-year veteran, 

51 year old he also lost his life along with Brian Sicknick. They will both be 

remembered and very well missed.   

 

Councilman Gurchensky 

● I want to extend my sincerest condolences to the Sicknick family for their losses. 

● It has been a hard time of year; we’ve had a lot of losses in the Borough. Hopefully 2021 

will be a lot better. 

● Thanks to all the first responders for their work, police, fire, DPW and RJW. 

 

Councilwoman Meira  

• Spent time outside at Dailey’s Pond and Varga park, it was a good job with the new park 

equipment. The flooring is great, and I hope we can install it in other locations. 
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Councilwoman Meira asked about the fountain in Dailey’s Pond. Mr. Soares stated the aerator 

burned out and it will be replaced. Councilwoman Meira stated she’s concerned kids may go on 

the ice. Mr. Soares stated the pond is posted no skating. 

 

Councilman Eppinger 

• My condolences on behalf of the entire Borough to the Sicknick Family. We see all 

these horrible things that have be going over the past year, and we watched it on tv from 

the comfort of our houses in South River and now all of a sudden something beyond 

words, tragic doesn’t even do it justice. It’s hit home, it’s hit home in South River. I 

know all of the members of the governing body have been contacted by various 

residents who have reached out about what they can do. Everybody tonight here has 

expressed their sympathies, their sympathies for the family and just what an American 

tragedy this is that just happened to hit home in South River. The Sicknick Family you 

are in our prayers and always will be. We will figure out, sooner than later, what we can 

do when they are ready to discuss and figure out what we can do best to remember and 

move on from there. There are no words. All we can do is offer our prayers, our 

sympathies and our condolences to the Sicknick Family.  

• Thanks to Councilwoman Meira for noticing the improvements to the parks.  

• We will be discussing additional work in various parks.  

 

Mayor Krenzel 

• Nothing at this time. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Councilman Guindi moved that this meeting be adjourned. Councilwoman Balazs seconded the 

motion. So carried. Meeting adjourned at 7:45pm. 

 

     Respectfully submitted on January 25, 2021. 

 

  

      William Bray, RMC 

      Borough Clerk 


